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Geologic Time Scale

Age of the Earth is established based on:

u oges B

» Principles Used to Determine Relative Age
« Unconformities

+ Correlation
+ The Standard Geologic Time Scale

' ' Absolute Tirmnme
+ Principles of radioactive decay
Instruments
e age of the Earth
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Relative Age: Rocks and structures are placed in

proper sequence or order. Only chronological o
events iIs determined. r

Absolute Tims=

dating: The procedure of cale
lute ages of rocks and minerals that con
ctive isotopes. L
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Geologic Time Scale
Brisf Historical Saciground

Major John Wesley Powell (1834-1902).
- Head of United States Geological
Survey (USGS)

- Pioneer expedition down the Colorado
River and through the Grand Canyon.

. «Realized that the evidence of an ancient

Earth is concealed in its rocks.
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